
Friends of Maungawhau Annual Report for year to 31 March 2019 

Over the past year FoM has depended on the continued support of a small number of long-
term volunteers, while also welcoming Cleone to the Tuesday workers and Robyn Simcock to 
the committee. 

We have maintained good relationships with the Tūpuna Maunga Authority and Council staff 
and contractors. On 3 April 2018 Tūpuna Maunga manager Nick Turoa hosted lunch in the 
Maungawhau Kiosk to introduce us to 12 people from Recreational Services, the facilities 
contractors for all the Tūpuna Maunga. 

Nick also initiated periodic meetings with FoM to foster good relations and keep us informed 
about what the TMA is doing. Meetings were held in May and again in October 2018, this 
time facilitated by Colleen Smith (DoC) who is helping the TMA to develop volunteer 
partnerships on the Tūpuna Maunga. Discussions with FoM on a Health and Safety Plan are 
still pending.  

Nick kindly hosted another meeting in December to introduce new TMA staff Jordan Winiata 
who replaces Sarah Gibbs as Kaihautū Tiaki Koiora | Conservation Advisor, and Thomas 
Rawiri who replaces Paul Puru as Kaihautu Wheako Manuhiri | Visitor Experience Advisor. 
We have now met Jordan and Thomas several times and look forward to working closely with 
them. 

Except for a two-week break at the end of 2018, we have worked every Tuesday morning 
over a wide area of the maunga from Owens Road to the southern slope, Batger Quarry to the 
Maungawhau Kiosk and Nursery. Most weeds are now well controlled and we are mainly 
dealing with remnant and regenerating species. For the first time we have spotted the hadda 
beetle on poroporo and nightshade. 

Last year we planted seedlings from the nursery or grown from seed by FoM members. This 
winter we are planting about 320 seedlings, most propagated in the nursery or by FoM 
members, and 120 supplied by the Kaipatiki Project and paid for by Auckland Council.  

Volunteers have also carried out pruning, planting, terracing and track maintenance. The 
severe storm in April 2018 brought down trees and caused damage to our plantings. We took 
immediate action, and later worked on cutting, clearing and dealing with the debris. 

Kit held two productive Saturday sessions, on 9 February and 2 March 2019, with 3-4 
volunteers who enjoyed the opportunity to volunteer and the ecological discussions. 

On several Tuesdays we worked in the plant nursery – weeding and cleaning up the whole 
area, as well as potting up seedlings and repotting root-bound plants. A small team spent 
considerable time clearing and sorting out the nursery storeroom and potting shed, cleaning 
the nursery roof, and transporting our old signs, banners and boards to the small storeroom. 

Over the year we spent several Tuesday mornings with Miriam Hartmann, Friends of Te 
Tatua-a-Riukiuta/Big King, doing macro-weeding on the maunga and adjacent properties. 
This effort supports John Barber and the TMA by removing seed sources, while helping build 



our connections with other maunga volunteers. We also made visits to Ambury Park, where 
we weeded the native plant trial site begun in 2016. 

On 31 July 2018, World Ranger Day, we combined our usual boil-the-billy commemoration 
with a retirement function for "Rupert", the model FoM Lone Ranger, who was superseded in 
2018 by real-life Dave Bhana. Peter Haynes and Glenda Fryer from the Local Board attended. 

On 23 October 2018, 11 of us enjoyed a trip to Matukutūruru (Wiri Mountain) where we were 
shown around by David Fraser, long-time campaigner for protection of what remains of the 
maunga. 

Other offsite activities included removal of wattle and moth plant all over the city by Jeremy 
and Oliver, often working alone and sometimes with Jean and Keith as part of the informal 
volunteer group, the Freelance Moth Plant Removers, who were named "local heroes" at the 
Local Board community awards night on 17 May 2019. Sel was awarded "Super Hero" status 
for his long-term work on lava rock forests across Auckland. 

FoM made submissions on several plans and policies: Tūpuna Maunga Authority Operational 
Plan 2019-20, Western Springs Development Plan 2018, Freedom Camping in Vehicles 
Bylaw 2019, Policy on Dogs and Dog Management Bylaw 2019, Pukekohe-Paerata Structure 
Plan 2019, and release of the moth-plant beetle biocontrol agent. We supported the Volcanic 
Cones Society and Save Our Unique Landscape (SOUL). A few FoM regulars attended the 
Environment Court hearing on Ihumātao in July 2018 and the SOUL protest "Stand for the 
Land" in May 2018. 

However, both our advocacy work and our activities on the ground were impacted by 
differences of opinion on matters such as Mr Townsend's encroachment into the reserve, the 
proposed non-compliant commercial development in Mt Eden Village, planting sites and tree 
species, individual responsibilities and planning. This resulted in growing frustration among 
volunteers. In April 2019 Kit resigned as chair. Disagreements, and a general lack of direction 
and sense of purpose, are partly due to our role becoming less relevant as the TMA makes 
progress. 

We are indebted particularly to Jean and Keith who have been the mainstay of the Tuesday 
group for over a decade. Jean's weekly reports now exceed 500. Together Jean and Keith 
maintain, clean and transport our equipment, provide morning tea, coordinate activities, make 
everyone feel valued, maintain excellent communications with TMA staff, and attend almost 
every TMA hui. Thanks also to Kit, whose drive and vision have been inspirational. 

End note: Since the end of our reporting year, we have had wonderful assistance from local 
construction company NZ Strong. Services engineer Gerard Drum first contacted us in April 
2019. On Saturday 6 July Gerard led a team of nine people from the company, assisted by 
seven FoM volunteers, who planted 65 seedlings on the southern slope. Future work with NZ 
Strong may include track edging and terracing. We look forward to an ongoing association. 

April Glenday 
Secretary 


